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Dreamscape

Superior Gallery curated a solo exhibition by artist Sangbin IM titled 'Dreamscape’, who explores
various genres with experimental approaches. In this exhibition, the artist presents paintings from
the 'Strokes' series, which began in 2006. The 'Strokes' series expresses the vitality of the strokes as
they intertwine and dance on the picture plane, creating a dynamic and lively atmosphere.

In the 'Dreamscape' exhibition, the artist showcases new works featuring strokes with a variety of
color palettes created after 2021. The artist's works showcased in the exhibition reveal the encounter
between multidimensional depth and the flat picture plane of colored layers, creating the collective
layers of paint on the canvas. The artist's approach to painting may appear distinct from traditional
photographic works, but it aligns with the integration of fragmented images from various perspec—
tives in different places, which is inherent in the artist's visual language. The theme of integration
best represents the artistic energy that permeates novelty and possibility for the artist.

The artist describes each stroke in the work as an extension of his own self, rather than a simple
stroke. This signifies that coincidental brushstrokes inevitably accumulate and grow in their own
unique way, symbolizing a collective portrait. The artist explores the concept of 'strokes' in his work
to reflect his contemplative process through the accidental and open nature of strokes.

The multilayered images painted on the canvas expand into a landscape of perception transformed
into a new painterly narrative through the combination of coincidence and intentionality in sponta—
neous brushstrokes. The artist describes this as a concept of non—intentional meta—meaning
making, proposing a perceptual landscape of painting that captures the essence beyond what is
seen.

The stroke works are the refined results of Sangbin IM's long—standing exploration of subject mat—
ters and techniques through photography, painting, installation, and video. The artist's works are
multilayered and vibrant, compressing the contemporary era into a prism of diverse colors, creating
a resonant and multidimensional visual experience.

The ‘Dreamscape’ exhibition is a manifestation of the artist's philosophy infused into the artworks.

Beneath the encounter with the landscape of dreams in the works lies the desires and losses of
modern individuals, as well as the artist's passion and painstaking efforts.

Sunhan Kim (Art Director, Superior Gallery)
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Worldscape and Mindscape Through Gestures and Brushstrokes

| create expressive brushstrokes. Then, | refine these strokes with countless layers to give individual strokes more
depth and solidity. This process is often referred to as ‘one stroke equals ten thousand strokes, and ten thousand
strokes equal one stroke’ or ‘continuous cultivation after sudden enlightenment.’ It is like planting a seed of in—
sight and nurturing it with care. In practice, using different brushes with varying strength and angles for each
brushstroke brings in ‘characters’ to the basic soil or condition of existence, which serves as the foundation for
further work. It is as if they are born with different ‘DNA.

As if the zeitgeist, direction, and context differ depending on the specific conditions and members of a particular
time and space, | express my ‘abstract mind’ in various ways and focus on the ‘energy,” ‘nature,” and ‘traces.’
In other words, ‘countless types of brushstrokes’ intertwine and dance, just like the ‘myriad of things’ in our
world. Therefore, | try to express the spectrum of the ‘three elements of form,” namely ‘shape,” ‘color,” and
‘texture,” even more broadly. Through this, | strive to establish ‘various relationships’ with ‘pluralistic differences’
and yet achieve ‘harmonious cohesion.’

For example, my 'abstract landscape' can be seen as the 'countless thoughts' in my mind, and | can invoke the
‘magic of personification' by calling them 'little children' inside me. If they were all different versions of myself,
this place could be considered a 'multiverse.' On the other hand, in my eyes, all the strokes look like different
faces, so they can be seen as a 'group portrait." Or if they were actors, | would be a 'film director," and if they
were musicians, | would be an 'orchestra conductor.' Furthermore, if they are all different types of energy, | would
be a martial arts master shooting a gust of wind, or a 'wandering swordsman.' And if they were various nutrients
like vitamins or medications, | would be a 'doctor." If they were a set of blockchain where countless gestures are
accumulated, | would be an 'NFT." If they were microbes in a microcosm, | would be the 'god' nurturing each one.
In the end, my artwork is a 'function X,' or a 'vessel,' that contains diverse content. And only when the artistic
balance between 'good form' and 'good content' is achieved, 'great artwork' is finally born with 'mind and body in
harmony' or 'unity of spirit and matter.'

| will continue to explore the ‘worldscape’ and the ‘mindscape’ through my work today and tomorrow. Each
stroke of my painting is imbued with its own meaning and can be interpreted through your ‘artistic imagination’
and ‘critical perspective,’ allowing it to become the ‘protagonist of your life’ with its own narrative. | hope that
my journey resonates with you and inspires you to become the ‘director of your own life,” creating a wonderful life
as directing a great film.

Sangbin IM
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Strokes 201
acrylic on canvas
72.7 x 60.6cm
2022




Strokes 102
acrylic on canvas
53 x 45.5cm

2022




Strokes 301
acrylic on canvas
91 x 72.7cm

2022
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Strokes 107
acrylic on canvas
53 x 45.5cm

2023







Strokes 304
acrylic on canvas
72.7 x 91cm

2022



Strokes 158
acrylic on canvas
53 x 65.1cm

2022



Strokes 204
acrylic on canvas
72.7 x 60.7cm
2022




Strokes 104
acrylic on canvas
53 x 45.5cm

2022




Strokes 154
acrylic on canvas
65.1 x 53cm

2022










































